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άhƴŜ ōȅ hƴŜ ²Ŝ {Ƙŀƭƭ /ƻƴǉǳŜǊέ 

It was during one of the many wars of ancient Greece. A small army was in 
hopeless retreat. Greatly outnumbered and unable to hold back the pursuing 

foe, the disorganized band of only a few hundred managed to make its way 
through a narrow mountain pass. 

Once on the other side of the pass, their commander shouted a new 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦ ά{ǘŀƴŘΗ CǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΦέ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΥ  

άbƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

narrow funnel of that pass. They must come to us one by oneτand one by 
ƻƴŜ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊΦέ 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŜŀŎƘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 
Eve as we stand at the narrow pass that divides the old year from the new.  

Beyond the pass, in the year still hidden from our view, lie problems and 
perplexities. 

Our hearts quail at the prospect of another year of burdensome tasks, heavy 

responsibilities, and grave decisions. In our human frailty we are 
overwhelmed by the ominous possibilities of the unknown year that lies 

beyond our view. 

But, thank God, each of those moments is in the hand of our gracious God, 

and He is going to let them come to us only one by one. And with each 
moment will come the needed grace and power. He has promised that as 

our days, so shall our strength be. (Deut. 33:25) 

We have His assurance that each moment of the coming year will find us 
equipped with the amount of strength that will be necessary to bear its 

burden, to endure its trial, and to fight its battle through. 

And so as we stand at the pass of each new year, let us not be frightened by 

the overwhelming greatness of its possibilities, but let us rather find comfort 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

moments of the new year will be coming single fileτone moment at a time.  

And for each moment His needed grace will be supplied.  (Phil. 4:19) 

 God does not lead me year by year 

 Nor even day by day; 
 But step by step my path unfolds 

 As He directs my way. 
 ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΥ 

 I only know this hour 

 And Him who bids me walk each step  
 Supported by His power. 

 And I am glad that it is so: 
 ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊΦ 

 And when tomorrow comes, His grace 
 Will far exceed my care. 

 What need to worry then or fret? 

 My Lord, who gave His Son, 
 Holds all my moments in His hand 

 And gives them one by one. 
 

Let us, then, not try to live tomorrow today. Let us not try to live February in 

January. Above all, let us not fear the prospect of the unknown future. God, 
the All-Wise, the Almighty, the Eternalτwith whom there are no yesterdays 

and with whom there are no tomorrowsτhas gone ahead, and when we 

reach our own tomorrow, we will find Him there. 

(Devotion by Herman W. Gockel) 

416 PIES 
SOLD!  

Congratulations on a 
job well done!  

TOP PIE  
SELLERS: 

 

Amit Weidenborner  
78 pies 

 

Brandon Dodge  
 75 pies 

 

Thank you to all who 
supported the pie sale 

through donations, 
sales, purchasing and  

making the pies. 

School resumes  

January 4th . 
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